Madrid, Franco, and US.
Navy Wings

FRANCO MUST SUCCEED in staying out of World War II, or
any solution of Spain's internal problem is hopeless. By
the same token, he must stay out of war, or any solution of
his own personal political problem is hopeless. It is peace
or another revolution in Spain.
Along with Greece, the food situation is the most
desperate in Europe, The son of the former dictator,
Miguel de Rivera, is Minister of Agriculture in Spain, He
told me that Spain had 40 per cent less acreage under culti-
vation than before the Civil War. The people in whole
great sections are gnawed by actual starvation, Spain lost a
million men in her Civil War ; she lost her work animals,
her railroads. She has no gasoline for the tractors on the
larger operations, no gasoline to distribute by trucks any of
the surpluses even from the areas where they exist. She
cannot supply life to her people.
Scarcity contributes to scarcity. Here, again, time runs
out. Spanish soldiers from her cities could not get jobs
when they came back home. They have had no jobs since.
They lived, but they did not produce. Prices rose ; now
they are becoming very high. This was the first problem
that Juan de Cardenas in Washington told me about Spain,
for it is the fundamental problem of his unique and un-
happy land : scarcity and the steadily rising prices.
No one realizes the political dynamite in this situation
better than Franco. And he has used it consistently to dis-
courage the Germans. " If you come through my country,"
he told Hitler when they met at Hendaye, " I cannot be
responsible for the actions of my soldiers.55 This is true.
And it is effective. But it does not solve the Spanish problem
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